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CRITICAL THINKING AT THE CRITICAL TIME™ 

INTRODUCTION 

In this fourth edition of our series of snapshots looking 

into different aspects of the forthcoming European 

elections and other changes within the EU institutions, 

FTI Consulting Brussels examines how the changing 

political landscape and the influx of new MEPs will 

impact industry engagement with the European 

Parliament in particular. 

 

A New Balance of Power 

In the 2009-2014 European Parliament (EP), a majority of 

Christian Democrat and liberal parties has meant that MEPs 

have often supported jobs and growth and lent a sympathetic 

ear to business interests. When voting on business-critical 

elements of specific dossiers they have often acknowledged 

the concerns and arguments of industry and have prevented 

the introduction of legislation that might have had an adverse 

impact on European jobs and competitiveness. This has varied 

of course from Committee to Committee: for example, in the 

Environment Committee, the alliance was frequently on the 

defensive as members of even the business-friendly EPP and 

ALDE have sometimes robustly challenged business interests. 

In a recent Policy Paper1, The Jacques Delors Institute, an EU 

think tank, analysed the voting patterns of all political groups 

in the EP to determine which were most often part of the 

winning majority in specific votes. The two groupings that won 

the majority of the votes were respectively a grand right-left 

coalition of the European Peoples Party (EPP) and the 

Socialists and Democrats (S&D), followed by a centre-right 

coalition of the EPP, the mildly eurosceptic European 

Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR) and the Alliance of 

Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE). What is interesting 

however is that the EPP, with 36% of the EP seats, was part of 

the winning majority 85% of the time. Whenever the political 

groupings on the right have aligned on a joint position they 

have usually managed to prevail over left-leaning alliances (of 

S&D, the Green party and the European united left/Nordic 

Green Left (GUE/NGL)) without having to depend on the 

support of the extremely eurosceptic European Freedom and 

Democracy Group (EFD).  

 

Current EP share of seats. Source: European Parliament 

                                                                 
1 Yves Bertoncini, Valentin Kreilinger, What Political Balance of Power in the Next 

EP? 

This may no longer be the case, for when the new parliament 

is returned in the spring we will very likely see this balance 

shift significantly. Based on the outcomes of the most recent 

national elections in eight of the largest Member States as well 

as recent opinion polls, research fellows Bertoncini and 

Kreilinger of the Jacques Delors Institute estimate that the 

S&D party will most likely come out strengthened, and might 

even win more seats than the EPP. Likely losers include ALDE 

and the Greens. The most debated development concerns the 

rise of populist and eurosceptic parties, as discussed in our 

Snapshot on Euroscepticism (21 October 2013). The 

outcomes of recent elections in France, Germany, the 

Netherlands and the UK suggest that eurosceptic parties might 

gain 20-30% of the vote. Should they manage to secure such 

support and gain a significant number of seats in the next EP, 

it still remains unclear to what extent this will influence voting 

on specific dossiers – or indeed whether they will even come 

together into one political grouping – as collectively they 

represent a very broad spectrum of political opinion.  

In the new parliament, an EPP–ALDE–ECR alliance will most 

likely no longer be able to command a majority.2 For it to do so, 

it will be necessary to rely on the support either of a 

eurosceptic group (or groups), or of one of the centre-left 

groups. The latter scenario may make it increasingly difficult 

for businesses to be heard, in particular in those policy areas 

dear to the heart of the S&D Group, such as social and 

environmental issues. This is true also in terms of negotiations 

for compromise amendments where the S&D will make its 

strengthened position felt. We may then see eurosceptic 

parties taking on a pivotal role, and some may be therefore 

even be encouraged to participate constructively in the 

legislative processes.  

New Institutional Balance 

While the increased formal role afforded the European 

Parliament by the Treaty of Lisbon has been extensively 

analysed and discussed elsewhere, it is nonetheless important 

to remember that in 2014 the EP’s role in selecting candidates 

for the President of the European Commission will be put to 

the test for the first time. Given pronouncements that have 

already been publically made, this is already shaping up to 

become a significant power tussle between the EP and the 

Council. Moreover, during the course of the past years the EP 

has asserted its newly-won powers to gain considerable 

visibility and become a power to be reckoned with from an 

inter-institutional perspective. Whether this strengthened 

position will also translate into more visibility at the national 

level and serve to narrow the perceived democratic deficit of 

the EP during the European elections is questionable. On the 

contrary, the trend across the EU seems to be for citizens to 

feel more disengaged from Europe than ever, and it is a bitter 

irony that this much-strengthened parliament will likely see in 
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2014 the strongest ever representation of anti-EU MEPs in the 

legislature’s history.  

The Merry-go-round  

Of the 751 members that will be elected, we expect some 50% 

of the intake to be freshman MEPs: while some notable 

members will step down, at the same time we expect some 

very familiar faces from the Brussels political scene to pop up 

in the next parliament. Below we take a brief, non-exhaustive 

look at some of the more significant departures and arrivals.  

Departure lounge 

Current President of the European Parliament and former 

leader of the S&D, Martin Schulz will step down to become the 

S&D candidate for the role of President of the European 

Commission. His ambitions are far from secured: it is 

questionable whether he will receive his compatriot Frau 

Merkel’s backing, and he may well suffer the fate of long-time 

front runners.  

The S&Ds will lose another heavyweight from the EP, as their 

current leader and ardent federalist the Austrian Hannes 

Swoboda will not be standing for reelection. Former EP 

President and one of the few current members to be returned 

in the first direct elections in 1979, Hans-Gert Pottering 

(Germany, EPP) is also standing down.  

The prominent and tireless Chair of the Economic and 

Monetary Affairs Committee Sharon Bowles (ALDE) is also 

making for the exit. Voted the most influential Briton in Europe 

(ahead of David Cameron), her absence will be sorely noticed, 

particularly among businesses that appreciated her expertise 

and understanding. Malcolm Harbour (ECR), another 

heavyweight Briton in the EP and influential Chair of the 

Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee, is also 

departing. With his retirement the EP will lose the voice of an 

influential pro-European member of the European 

Conservatives and Reformists Group.  

In the energy field, Fiona Hall, the current leader of the British 

Liberal Democrats in the ALDE party, is also on the way out. 

Hall has been a strong advocate for renewable energy and 

energy efficiency, while being open to pragmatic solutions.   

Vice-Chair of the International Trade Committee (INTA) Robert 

Sturdy (UK, ECR) has been a free trade advocate in both INTA 

and the Agriculture Committees. One of the few MEPs who 

strongly opposed protectionist tendencies and was also on the 

side of non-EU companies, his voice has carried a lot of weight, 

and not only among fellow UK conservatives 

 

Arrivals hall 

Internal Market and Services Commissioner Michel Barnier will 

leave the College of Commissioners to re-join the EP. Barnier 

(France) is heavily tipped to become the EPP’s candidate for 

Commission President. Finland’s Olli Rehn is another of the 

current Commissioners (Economic and Monetary Affairs) 

leaving the college to stand for election – again perhaps as a 

way back into the Commission as its president. Although he is 

only one of its candidates and has yet to secure ALDE’s 

nomination, his prospects look positive, as he would likely win 

the endorsement of various national party leaders. Should he 

not secure the Commission Presidency, one can expect him to 

become a big beast of the ALDE party in the EP, possibly taking 

up the ALDE leadership. 

Former Prime Minister of Lower Saxony, Germany’s David 

McAllister is the leading candidate of Merkel’s CDU, illustrating 

how seriously the German Chancellor is taking the EP 

elections. His eventual election will likely provide EU politics a 

greater profile in Germany. 

Previously MEP for Yorkshire and Humber for the UK Labour 

party from 1996 to 2009, Richard Corbett is likely to return to 

the Parliament after working in the cabinet of the President of 

the European Council Hermann van Rompuy. Having written 

extensively on the European Parliament and a former 

rapporteur on dossiers related to treaty change and procedural 

rules, we can expect Corbett to be a high-profile MEP in the 

next legislature.  

 

Impact 

If there is one certainty about the new EP, it will not be a case 

of business as usual. Many of the MEPs who have been proven 

known quantities able to signpost how the European 

Parliament would develop a dossier, and who have engaged 

with industry stakeholders – as partners on some issues and 

adversaries on others – will exit. The loss of these extremely 

experienced, pragmatic and knowledgeable parliamentarians 

will be sorely felt by business. Moreover, some of the outgoing 

MEPs will be replaced by a greater influx of eurosceptics, 

which could hamper the effective working of parliament. 

With the political landscape shifting significantly, the business 

community will need more than ever to engage across the 

broad political spectrum to try to ensure that its voice is heard. 

The changing dynamic means that minor parties will have 

greater influence and the prospect of engaging with the likes 

of the Green Group or eurosceptic parties cannot be excluded 

from the outset. Businesses will need to develop astute 

strategies and become adept at navigating a more complex 

landscape in attempting to garner support from a broader 

patchwork of political groups than has been necessary to date. 
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