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CRITICAL THINKING AT THE CRITICAL TIME™ 

INTRODUCTION 

Europe goes to the polls in just over a week. Significant 

turnover is expected as the balance of power in 

Strasbourg is re-defined. FTI Consulting has been 

looking into different aspects of the elections and 

institutional changes through a series of snapshots. This 

sixth edition is the product of interviews with six 

candidate MEPs representing different parties across 

Member States. It aims to give a snapshot of the 

perspectives of new incoming MEPs on key European 

issues.  

The following candidate MEPs were interviewed: 

 Anneliese Dodds, Labour (S&D) – UK: South East 

 Jonathan Fryer, Liberal Democrat (ALDE) – UK: London 

 Jan Keller, Czech Social Democratic Party (S&D) – CZ 

 Luděk Niedermayer, TOP09 (EPP) – CZ 

 Terry Reintke, Bündnis 90/Die Grünen (Greens/EFA) – DE  

 Beatrix von Storch, Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) – DE   

Main points 

 Candidates are expecting a busy next legislature. 

 The debate between “widening” vs. “deepening” the EU has 

shifted to become one between “deepening” vs. 

“loosening”. Enlargement is not a priority for any party 

(almost1 all opposed the entry of Turkey in the short term). 

 Reforming the EU is endorsed by all candidates, although 

for different reasons and with diverging aims. 

 Issue specific debates (environmental targets; financial 

legislation; energy regulation) are likely to divide the new EP 

along similar party lines as the outgoing legislature but the 

shift of power is likely to force parties into new alliances. 

 Some Eurosceptic parties such as the AfD express interest 

in constructively participating in debates provided the issue 

discussed falls clearly under EU competency, a good sign for 

the efficiency of the future legislature. 

 Most interviewees would like the seat of the EP to Brussels. 

Reforming Europe, addressing the democratic deficit  

The role of Europe has arguably never been as contested as it 

is in the run up to the 2014 elections. The financial and debt 

crisis and the subsequent re-structuring of southern European 

economies, rising unemployment and stagnating growth have 

laid bare the disparities between Member States. As dire 

economic conditions fuel resentment against “Brussels” in 

parts of the electorate, eurosceptics are expected to make 

substantial gains in the new parliament.  

In light of the growing abstention in EU elections and the 

perceived “democratic deficit”, candidate MEPs tended to 

agree that the EU needed “reform” but disagreed on what this 

would entail. UK Liberal Democrats and Labour candidates 

                                                                 
1 Anneliese Dodds was not specifically asked to express an opinion on the 

question of Turkey’s accession to the EU 

aligned in rejecting the modus operandi of the current 

conservative government “re-negotiations” calling it a 

“nationalistic and self-defeating way of going about things” 

and arguing that it would lead to the “worst of all worlds” by 

reducing the UK’s influence in the EU. Expected disparities 

between AfD and the German Greens were made evident with 

the former suggesting that returning powers back to Member 

States should be a key priority for the next parliament while 

the latter argued that the parliament should have the right to 

initiate legislation. 

  

 

Save one candidate, all interviewees recognised the 

“democratic deficit” and offered a wide variety of solutions to 

address the gap. Unsurprisingly, three candidates suggested 

giving more influence and power to the European Parliament. 

Others called for increasing the use of referendums, electing 

the Commission President by universal suffrage or better 

including civil society in European debates.  

Priorities for the next legislature 

Candidates seem to be split along party lines, independent of 

country of origin, when addressing the key issues for the next 

legislature. S&D candidates tended to hope the next 

parliament would be able to better focus on “social Europe”, 

promoting its achievements on issues like workers’ rights, 

environmental legislation and furthering the harmonisation of 

taxes and social systems within the EU. Jan Keller, for 

instance, stressed that “tax and social dumping needs to be 

avoided in the EU” as “the race to the bottom [in those fields] 

cannot last forever”.  

Other candidates such as Luděk Niedermayer or Jonathan 

Fryer stressed the need to improve the general economic 

environment either by improving Europe’s competitiveness or 

by furthering labour mobility and freedom of movement. On the 

other hand, AfD and Green candidates wished to see the new 

parliament address institutional questions and notably the 

scope of power of Brussels with representatives from both 

parties calling for opposite measures in terms of shift of 

power.  

All candidates found common ground in their clear opposition 

to the “two seat parliament” calling it in turn “grotesque”, 
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“complete nonsense” and “a big waste of money”. Anneliese 

Dodds’ noted that the French concerns relating to the issue 

should be taken seriously but should not prevent the 

engagement of a “conversation about the importance of 

having one seat”, another candidate interestingly suggested 

the sole site of the European Parliament should be Strasbourg.  

Enlargement  

Similarly all MEP candidates interviewed expressed low 

enthusiasm, even outright scepticism, towards further EU 

enlargement. Jonathan Fryer noted that “enlargement is not a 

Panacea and shouldn’t happen too quickly”. Endorsers 

stressed the need for the EU to take an un-compromising 

approach to alignment with the acquis particularly with regards 

to EU values. Anneliese Dodds, who has researched and 

worked on the Balkans in the past and expressed her interest 

to continue working on the subject if elected, underscored the 

enormous positive impact the EU has had in the region, 

particularly with regards to fighting corruption. While noting 

that enlargement was “not a current issue”, Luděk 

Niedermayer underscored the need for the EU to remain open 

to the prospect of further enlargement for “fundamental 

strategic reasons”, notably in the case of Ukraine.  

For both internal – need to stabilize and deepen EU integration 

– and external – lack of progress towards implementing the 

acquis – reasons, almost all MEPs opposed the accession of 

Turkey in the short term2. A number of interviewees also 

emphasised that developments in Turkey were working against 

the accession process. Terry Reintke hopes that the 

negotiations with Turkey gain new momentum, in particular 

concerning  human rights and justice. 

Energy & Environment  

The positions of candidates on energy and environmental 

issues were a reflection of the existing disagreements in the 

European Parliament and illustrative of debates which will 

divide the incoming legislature.  

Broad agreement transpired as to the necessity of integrating 

energy networks and grids for both efficiency and security of 

supply reasons. However, while German Green candidate Terry 

Reintke called for increasing the usage of renewables and 

developing more ambitious climate targets, Beatrix von Storch 

cautioned against taking climate change as a given, noting 

that consumers were paying a high price for the German 

energy transition and argued that “strict environmental 

standards and high energy costs are driving out businesses”.  

Both Czech candidates expressed support for improving the 

integration of the European energy market but Jan Keller 

expressed his scepticism as to whether the Member States 

would overcome their respective national interests and accept 

further integration of energy policy.  Based on the interviews, 

hydraulic fracturing will continue to divide the next parliament 

along similar national and party lines: a Green party radically 

opposed to the technology and divided S&D and ALDE parties 

depending on country of origin.  

Trade and TTIP 

Overall, MEP candidates defended European competency over 

trade relations but fundamentally disagreed as to what 

approach should be taken in the field, particularly with regards 

                                                                 
2 Anneliese Dodds was not specifically asked to express an opinion on the 

question of Turkey’s accession to the EU 

to the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP). 

Both the S&D (Jan Keller) and the Greens (Terry Reintke) 

expressed strong opposition to pursuing the trade deal in its 

current shape.  Keller noted that “this agreement will limit the 

sovereignty of individual countries” while Reintke is concerned 

that it would lead to a dilution of EU standards and thinks that 

the ongoing negotiations lack transparency and legitimacy.  

Data Protection  

Candidates on opposing ends of the political spectrum 

expressed similar dismay at the NSA/Prism scandal and called 

for strong measures to be taken. Arguing that “we need a 

transparent government and not transparent citizens” Beatrix 

von Storch suggested an immediate suspension of the 

voluntary transfer of certain data to the US. Jonathan Fryer 

fully endorsed the creation of a “European Cloud” while Jan 

Keller noted that the EU answer to the scandal “should be to 

respond in a way that ensures it never happens again”. Only 

Luděk Niedermayer voiced his belief that the importance of US 

– EU relationship which is based on shared values should not 

be substantially disrupted by such events.  

Debt crisis & the Euro 

The debt crisis has visibly cooled the desire of candidates from 

non-Euro Member States to accede to the European currency. 

Both UK MEPs rejected the idea of the country joining the Euro 

– within the next 10 to 15 years in the case of Jonathan Fryer 

– arguing that the conditions were not there and that the 

structural differences between the Eurozone and the UK were 

too significant to consider the common currency. Czech 

interviewees noted that the country is obliged to join the Euro 

but emphasised that the timing of this adoption should be 

subject to further discussions (Jan Keller) and that the 

common currency would be beneficial “in the long term” 

(Luděk Niedermayer). In the wake of the crisis, candidate 

MEPs express strong support for tougher banking regulation in 

particular for the Banking Union.  

Conclusion  

MEP candidates interviewed stressed their desire to actively 

engage in the legislative process if elected. Beatrix von Storch, 

the only interviewee from the “Euro-sceptic side”, emphasised 

that her party was committed to constructively participating in 

debates provided the issue discussed fell clearly under EU 

competence.  This is good news in terms of the functioning of 

the next parliament. 

On both sides of the aisle, candidate MEPs also suggested that 

the 2014 European elections bear particular significance in 

light of the increasing polarisation of European politics. 

Interviewees were keen to speak about the EU as a whole, 

about its role, legitimacy and direction. Based on discussions, 

“deepening” the integration of Member States in the EU is 

subject to clear partisan division, while further “enlarging” the 

EU in the short term is nearly universally rejected.  

All candidates – except the AfD – expressed a clear view that 

the new parliament has a significant amount of legislation to 

develop. From harmonising taxes and social systems, to 

integrating the EU energy market, to further regulating the 

banking industry and addressing climate change, interviewees 

expressed a conviction that the new parliament had much to 

do in the next five years and were keen to engage on the 

issues from the get-go. If there is one certainty for the next five 

years, it is that public affairs practitioners will be kept busy. 



European elections: views from candidates    
 

 

 

CRITICAL THINKING AT THE CRITICAL TIME™ 

Anneliese Dodds, Labour (S&D) – UK: South 

East 

Anneliese is the top-ranked Labour candidate 

for the south east in the elections to the 

European Parliament on 22nd May 2014. Anneliese lives in 

Oxford, and is a Senior Lecturer in Public Policy at Aston 

University. Her research focuses on what Britain can learn from 

other European countries to improve the safety and quality of 

health care, to combat social exclusion, and to make regulation 

more effective. Before she joined Aston, Anneliese was Acting 

Director of the National Institute for Health Research Patient 

Safety and Service Quality Research Centre at King's College, 

London. At Aston, Anneliese was responsible for Community 

Engagement for her School, organising events for local children 

to experience university. Anneliese volunteers as the Chair of 

Trustees and website manager for an advice centre on the 

housing estate where she lives, which helps people with debt 

and benefit problems. She is mother to Freddie, born in June 

2013. 

Jonathan Fryer, Liberal Democrat (ALDE) – UK: 

London 

Jonathan is a writer, lecturer and broadcaster 

on international affairs who was based in 

Brussels for seven years before settling in London. A well-

known voice from BBC Radio 4's "From Our Own 

Correspondent" he also contributes to the EU Commission's 

culture website, the Guardian and others. He has worked or 

travelled in every EU member states and speaks six European 

languages. He is a longstanding member of the governing 

Council of the European Liberal Democrat grouping, ALDE 

(formerly ELDR). 

As well as being the immediate past Chair of London Liberal 

Democrats, Jonathan has been a London borough councillor, 

parliamentary and Euro-parliamentary candidate. He was 

number 2 on the London Euro-list in 2004 and 2009, and will 

be again in 2014. 

Jan Keller, Czech Social Democratic Party 

(S&D) – CZ 

Professor Jan Keller is a sociologist, 

philosopher, writer and environmentalist. In 

January 2014, he was elected by the ruling Czech Social 

Democratic Party to lead its European elections campaign.  

In 1999 he was appointed as Professor of Sociology at Masaryk 

University in Brno. Since 2000 he has also been Professor of 

Sociology at the University of Ostrava. Additionally, he regularly 

lectures at the Universities of Lille, Poitiers, Trento, Lodz and 

Barcelona. His teaching focuses on social problems, welfare 

state, education, and social structure.  

Jan Keller is author of nearly 30 books dealing with social 

sciences. He advocates for a strong welfare state with robust 

social systems. He also participated in a creation of a left-wing 

think-thank in the Czech Republic. Professor Keller graduated 

in history and sociology from Masaryk University in Brno. He is 

married with three children. 

 Luděk Niedermayer, TOP09 (EPP) – CZ 

Luděk Niedermayer is a former Czech National 

Bank (CNB) Vice-Governor and is an 

internationally recognized authority in 

economics and capital markets. As of February 2014 he leads 

the European elections campaign of the TOP09 party. 

Mr. Niedermayer was the Director of Deloitte Czech Republic 

since 2008 and previously a Vice Governor of the CNB for 8 

years. He joined the State Bank of Czechoslovakia in 1991 

and, as an Executive Director of CNB from 1996 onwards, was 

responsible for the administration of foreign exchange reserves 

and money market operations. He has notably focused on 

monetary policy schemes and the implementation methods for 

monetary policy changes. Prior to this, Mr. Niedermayer worked 

on capital markets, derivatives trading and risk management. 

He also focuses on these topics as a conference participant, 

lecturer and author. Mr. Niedermayer graduated in systems 

theory and mathematics from Masaryk University in Brno. He is 

married with three children. 

Terry Reintke, Bündnis 90/Die Grünen 

(Greens/EFA) – DE 

Terry Reintke studied political sciences in 

Berlin and started very early to engage in the 

Federation of Young European Greens (FYEG), for whom she 

acted as co-spokesperson and responsible for gender issues. 

simultaneously, Terry is a very active member of the German 

Green Youth of which she was a board  member in the 

Executive Committee. She is enthusiastic about the European 

idea and feels a close link to her constituency in North-Rhine 

Westphalia. 

 Beatrix von Storch, Alternative für 

Deutschland – DE   

Beatrix von Storch studied law in Heidelberg 

and Lausanne and finished her legal 

education in Greifswald (Referendariat). Since 2001 she is 

lawyer specialised in insolvency law. She is founder and 

spokesperson of the Zivile Koalition e.V., an association 

working towards more civil engagement, and member of the 

Friedrich August v. Hayek Society. 
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