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CRITICAL THINKING AT THE CRITICAL TIME™

The European Elections will be held in Ireland on Friday 

23 May 2014 on the same day as local elections. In 

Ireland a total of 11 MEPs will be elected in three 

constituencies: Dublin (three seats); Midlands-North-

West (MNW – four seats), and South (four seats). 

Following the accession of Croatia, Ireland’s total 

number of MEPs has been reduced from 12 to 11. The 

North-West and East constituencies have been 

abolished. In this snapshot we look at candidates and 

potential outcomes. 

 

Who is standing? 

Of Ireland’s current batch of 12 MEPs, ten are standing for re-
election. Current MEPs not standing are Gay Mitchell (Fine 
Gael – EPP) and Liam Aylward (Fianna Fáil – ALDE).  

A total 28 candidates are contesting the 11 seats. Fine Gael 
(EPP) is fielding six (three of its four current MEPs and three 
more) and their government coalition partner Labour (S&D) is 
fielding three, one in each constituency. Main opposition party 
Fianna Fáil is fielding five, one in Dublin and two each in the 
Midlands-North-West and South constituencies. The Green 
Party and Sinn Féin, neither of which is represented in the 
current EP for Ireland (although Sinn Féin has one MEP in a UK 
constituency), are each fielding one candidate per 
constituency. The Socialist Party’s Paul Murphy is standing for 
re-election in the Dublin constituency. The far-left People 
Before Profit Alliance is putting forward one candidate, in the 
Dublin constituency, and the rest of the field is made up of five 
independents, two of whom (Nessa Childers and Marian 
Harkin) are current MEPs, the latter aligned to ALDE. 

Election process 

In Ireland, the election will be conducted under the Single 
Transferable Vote system of Proportional Representation in 
multi-seat constituencies (rather than the list system prevalent 
in many other Member States). This is the same system used 
for Dáil Éireann (Irish national lower chamber) elections. Under 
this system candidates appear on the ballot paper 
alphabetically rather than by party, and voters may rank 
candidates in order of preference (placing a 1, 2, 3 etc in the 
box next to the candidate’s name).  

The individual vs the party 

Due to this electoral system, European elections tend to be 
dominated by individual candidates rather than dominant 
parties. Moreover, as the outcome of EP elections does not 
impact on the eventual formation of a national government, 
Irish voters are even more inclined to vote on strong 
personalities rather than according to party colours. In the 
2014 EP elections, this tendency will favour those candidates 

that are a) incumbent MEPs and/or local/national politicians 
with a strong track record on issues of local relevance and an 
ability to sell their work back to their constituents, and b) local 
or national personalities recognised and respected for their 
achievements in other fields (arts, sport, etc) who are relatively 
new to politics but have good name brand recognition. 

This means that in EP elections in Ireland incumbent 
government parties are less likely to suffer the ‘protest vote’ 
than they would in Irish local elections, or perhaps government 
parties in other Member States would in European elections 
(such as in the neighbouring UK).  

Analysis and predictions 

Given the candidates they are fielding, the senior partner in 
the current coalition government Fine Gael is likely to take four 
of Ireland’s 11 seats in the upcoming elections, over a third of 
the seats on about a quarter of the vote. On the other hand, 
and perhaps the exception that proves the rule, the junior 
coalition government partner Labour Party is likely to suffer 
due to what its heartland constituents consider its betrayal of 
their values as part of a government that pushed through the 
most biting austerity measures in the state’s history, to save 
the banks at the expense of the man in the street.  

Indeed this is the first EP election since the bail-out after five 
gruelling years of austerity which saw real incomes drop 
considerably. Mixed feelings in Ireland about the bail-out will 
be reflected in the EP vote: on the one hand, there is a certain 
pride that Ireland formally exited the bail-out in 2013 (and 
thereby cut an ‘i’ from the PIGS acronym), and Fine Gael may 
well receive the grudging respect for this achievement 
reflected in the polls. The main opposition Fianna Fáil has not 
yet fully rehabilitated its image following its mismanagement of 
the Irish economy that led to such as catastrophic bust and 
recession, and it will be glad to take two seats, but will be hard 
pressed to improve on that, and at least one of the two 
incumbent independent MEPs is also relatively well placed to 
retain her seat.  

The still ample pools of recession resentment will benefit those 
parties seeking to mop up anti-establishment votes. That 
means that there are potentially three EP seats going a 
begging: Sinn Féin is in a good position to take one and 
perhaps a couple of these, while the Socialist Party’s Paul 
Murphy MEP (GUE-NGL) is likely to capture a good portion of 
the Dublin left-wing vote. Anti-austerity mood particularly in 
Dublin may see Labour totally squeezed out, and the party will 
be happy if it manages to hang onto one of its current two 
seats.  
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Irish attitudes to MEPs and the EU 

As part of a recent pan-European survey1, FTI Consulting 
canvassed the attitudes of Irish voters on their MEPs and the 
EU in general.  

It is interesting to note that, notwithstanding the bail-out and 
having suffered stringent fiscal rectitude imposed by Brussels 
and Berlin, attitudes in Ireland to the EU remain on the whole 
very positive, and the forthcoming European Parliament 
elections have not seen the strong emergence of anti-EU 
parties that have been so prevalent in so many other Member 
States. Irish voters express the least concern among the 
nationalities surveyed that EU regulation is holding back the 
economy. While an absolute majority (55%) of respondents in 
Ireland thought that EU regulation is holding back the 
economy, this is considerably lower that the staggering 83% 
who said so in Spain, another EU bail-out Member State. 
Concern over the perceived negative economic effects of EU 
regulation is also considerably lower in Ireland than in the 
other EU member states canvassed – France, Germany, 
Poland, Romania and the UK – where the proportion of those 
expressing concern is in the low 70s. 

Notwithstanding the number of voters who say that EU 
regulations are holding back the prosperity of the Irish 
economy, the Irish remain convinced of the benefits of EU 
membership: 67% of respondents say that the country has 
benefitted overall from the EU since joining. That positive 
outlook is topped only in Poland, where 78% say that country 
has reaped benefits of membership. The Irish are more 
positive on the benefits of membership than the other Western 
European nations surveyed. In the UK, only 43% think that the 
UK has benefitted from membership, and perhaps even more 
surprising is that only 55% of Germans think that their country 
has on the whole benefitted from EU membership. 

However Irish voters are very critical of the effectiveness of 
their MEPs’ communication, with only a fifth (22%) of Irish 
voters saying it was effective in the last 12 months, compared 
to the 46% who said it was ineffective, and a third, 32%, who 
said they didn’t know. This latter statistic is itself indicative as 
it reflects more an absence of information than of interest on 
the part of respondents. This is confirmed by the number of 
Irish voters who said they would vote in the forthcoming 
European elections – almost 8 in 10 (78%) expressed their 
intention to vote. The Irish electorate is hungry for more 
information from their MEPs and candidate MEPs, as 58% of 
respondents have said that what the candidates or their 
parties would influence their vote. However, compared to their 
European counterparts, it does not seem that Irish MEPs’ lack 
of communication has had a negative impact on the Irish 
electorate’s perceptions of the benefits of the Union. 
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1 FTI Consulting surveyed the opinions of 21,106 voters in six EU 
Member States: France, Germany, Ireland, Poland, Romania, Spain 
and the United Kingdom, 04-09 April. Of these, 1,753 Irish voters were 
surveyed. 
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